r 


The Washingtc 


Gingrich Says Clinton Misleads Elderly 

Speaker Attacks Democrats' Criticism of GOP Medicare Proposals 


VG 


\ v/ By Dan Baiz 

Washington Post Staff Writer 


House Speaker Newt Gingrich (R- 
Ga.), continuing the Republican Par- 
ty’s effort to impugn President Clin- 
ton’s integrity, yesterday accused 
the president and the Democrats of 
deceit and immorality in the partisan 
battle over Medicare reform. 

In appearances before Republican 
Party leaders and on NBC’s “Meet 
The Press,” Gingrich said Clinton 
“has systematically, consistently for 
six months said false things” about 
Republican proposals to slow the 
growth of Medicare, and when asked 
directly whether he believes Clinton 
is “a man of integrity who tells the 
truth,” he replied, “No.” 

“The job of the president of the 
United States is to lead the Ameri- 
can people, not to mislead them,” 
Gingrich said during a GOP lunch- 
eon at which the controversial 
speaker was greeted with several 
standing ovations and sustained ap- 
plause. 

The White House sent out a re- 
sponse to Gingrich via national eco- 
nomic adviser Laura D’ Andrea Ty- 
son, calling on Gingrich to join 
Clinton in reaching agreement on a 
balanced budget. “Speaker Gingrich 
should drop the political attacks and 
look at the facts,” her statement 
said, adding that various medical and 
elderly organizations also have de- 
scribed the Republican Medicare 
changes as “cuts.” 

Gingrich said “it is shameful to 
have a president of the United 
States base a large part of his cam- 
paign on frightening 75- and 85- 


year-old Americans with false infor- 
mation” about the Republican pro- 
posals on Medicare, the govern- 
ment program that pays hospital 
and doctor bills for the elderly and 
disabled. 

He likened the administration’s 
tactics to those of con artists prey- 
ing on elderly citizens. “What is the 
moral difference between deceiving 
somebody for their money and de- 
ceiving somebody for their vote?” 
he asked. 

Gingrich said his own current un- 
popularity stems from mistakes he 
made and the pounding he has re- 
ceived from television advertise- 
ments that have run in scores of con- 
gressional districts around the 
country. But he predicted that the 
Democratic strategy of trying to 
turn the fail presidential election into 
a referendum on his record, rather 
than a contest between Clinton and 
Senate Majority Leader Robert J. 
Dole, will fail. 

“They can try to make me radio- 
active, as you put it,” Gingrich said 
on NBC’s “Meet the Press.” “We 
[Republicans] tried that with [the 
late House speaker Thomas P.] Tip 
O’Neill [Jr.]. We didn’t get control of 
the House. We tried that with [for- 
mer House speaker] Jim Wright un- 
til he had to resign. We didn’t get 
control.” 

Gingrich said that by this fall he 
will be a secondary figure in the pub- 
lic dialogue, but said it is emblematic 
of the Democrats’ “inability to take 
Dole on personally head-to-head that 
they want to somehow rap me.” 

In his speech to GOP leaders, Gin- 
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